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Life Group Member Guide 
Focal Passage: Mark 12:28-34 (CSB)  
Passage in Context: Mark 12 (CSB) 

 Bible-Reading Tip: The use of parallel passages such as occurs throughout the Gospels helps to give a bigger and fuller context 
of the stories, encounters and events in the Bible.  For example, we see the context for the writing of many of Paul’s letters (that 
became known as the Pastoral Epistles) by reading the Book of Acts. 

The Primary Commands 

28 One of the scribes approached. When he heard them debating and saw that Jesus answered 

them well, he asked him, “Which command is the most important of all?” 

29 Jesus answered, “The most important is Listen, Israel! The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 

with all your strength. 31 The second is, Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 

command greater than these.” 

32 Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, teacher. You have correctly said that he is one, and 

there is no one else except him. 33 And to love him with all your heart, with all your 

understanding, and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, is far more 

important than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 

34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of 

God.” And no one dared to question him any longer. 

Parallel passages: Matthew 22:34-40, Luke 10:25-28 

 

 

 

HEAR Bible Reading 
Method 

 
HIGHLIGHT the passage 
 
• Underline any 

repeated words or key 
ideas you see.   

• Note any questions 
you have about what 
you read. 

• In 2-3 sentences, 
summarize what was 
said or what 
happened.  

 
EXPLAIN the passage 
 
• What was revealed 

about God?  His 
character, desires, 
and/or actions? 

• What was revealed 
about people?  What 
we are/do or what we 
should be/do?  

 
APPLY the passage 
 
• From this reading, 

what truth do you 
need to embrace?  

• By God’s power, how 
will you THINK, 
SPEAK, or ACT 
differently based on 
what you read?   

 
RESPOND to the passage 
 
• Talk to God about 

what you’ve seen and 
learned in this 
passage.   

• Ask Him to help you 
apply the truth to your 
life.   

 


